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Nicola Young has the last word

“W e have a new 
addition to 
the family. 
His name is 
Percy and he’s 
a six-month 
old budgie. As 

I write this he is sat on my shoulder 
twittering in my ear. I feel as if  I 
should put in some kind 
of  female pirate joke, or 
even a ‘twitter’ one, but I 
won’t (phew).

Having lost our age old 
cat last July, we decided 
to have a break from 
pets.  But after a while 
the great pet debate 
ensued. Did we want 
another cat?  Were we 
ready for a dog?  Should 
we play it safe and go for 
fi sh?  So we looked after 
a dog for three weeks and 
categorically decided we 
weren’t ready for that 
sort of  commitment.  
We couldn’t agree on whether to get 
another cat, so inevitably we went for 
the fi sh.

Four or fi ve fi sh later (I lost count) 
we gave up.  Despite having a tank 
with a fi lter, doing a partial water 
change every other day and following 
all the rules, none of  the fi sh lasted 
more than a few weeks. We decided 
we are not fi sh people.

Then, during a random 
conversation between my daughter 
and my mum, the topic of  budgies 
came up; mum was looking after a 
budgie that looked just like a toy one 
that my daughter had recently bought 

with her pocket money. For some reason 
we all liked the idea of  a budgie and 
that weekend we went out and got one, 
just like that.  We were pet owners
once more.

So far it is working out well. Percy is 
friendly and he likes human interaction.  
In fact, I have a video clip of  him sat on 
top of  my son’s head whilst he is riding 

round the kitchen on his 
scooter (and yes, I am 
going to send it to You’ve 
Been Framed). You wouldn’t 
get that with a rabbit or a 
guinea pig. In case you’re 
wondering, we have all 
been left a ‘present’ on 
the top of  our heads, 
but don’t think pigeon 
plop, it’s tiny and is easy 
to remove. Once you’ve 
experienced it for the fi rst 
time, it’s no big deal and 
it’s much easier than
poop scooping on a
dog walk, believe me.

So I think I can 
safely say that we have made the right 
decision. Although he is noisier than all 
three of  the children put together, Percy 
is great company for all of  us, especially 
for me as I work from home.  I have 
even started working in the kitchen 
instead of  in the study so that I can 
keep him company. Sad I know, but I’m 
sure Percy appreciates it.  And I think 
the twittering in my ear suggests that
he does.

Check out Nicola’s blog 
nikkiyoungwrites.wordpress.com

Fancy being a guest Mumblings columnist? 
Email hello@vinedigital.co.uk©
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Food, seemed 
essential piled up 
on the conveyor 
belt, the lady in 
the cashier’s hot 
seat turned to my 
husband and I 
and said: “I don’t 
think you two 
look over 25”

Once you’ve 
experienced 
it for the 
fi rst time, 
it’s no big 
deal and it’s 
much easier 
than poop 
scooping on 
a dog walk, 
believe me
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